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remaining in possession of the territory in dispute.
Farther north, the inhabitants had begged Poland
for aid when the Germans evacuated the district; but
the Eussians were able to occupy it before the Polish
troops could come up. By July the Poles had reached
the old frontier between Eussia and Austria and were
authorked by the Allies to establish a civil administra-
tion there. Before the treaty makers had fixed the fron-
tiers in the west, Pilsudski had given them something
to consider in the east.
In August he went up to Wilno. The mayor of a
nearby village offered Mm bread and salt, the old cere-
mony of submission and homage. His picture was
shown everywhere and was sold on the streets. In Oc-
tober he was again in Wilno for the reopening of the
university, a very important event for Polish culture
in that section of the land. He made a very eloquent
address, referring to the years he had spent in that
building, a schoolboy in the Eussian gimnazjum, speak-
ing slowly and occasionally glancing at Ms gray cap
that lay on the table in front of him. The reporters
thought the 'speech was read from notes and none of
them took it down, but it was all ex tempore and so,
unfortunately, was lost to posterity.
Pilsudski proposed a constructive plan for the east
of Europe—to push the boundary of Eussia back, sav-
ing that much from Bolshevism, and to form a federa-
tion of all the states that had broken away from Eussia
—Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania, Poland and the Ukraine.
Together, they could offer a stronger front against the
Soviet Republic and the world revolution; only if they
united could they resist another Partition. He was not
an imperialist, greedy for Poland; he was a federalist
and wanted home rule for all.
Paderewski was enthusiastic over this plan. The
Allies would not accept it. Perhaps Eussia would not

